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This past Monday, Jan. 18 marked the 25th annual Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration hosted by Celebrate Diversity Fox Cities and Lawrence University. Angela Davis, a prominent civil rights activist and this year’s keynote speaker, addressed a complete-ly full crowd in the Lawrence Memorial Chapel.Since her rise to fame and infamy over 40 years ago as a key member of the American Communist Party and the Black Panthers, Davis has established herself as one of the most insight-
ful social critics and essayists of the second half of the 20th cen-tury. Davis was barred from teach-ing by then California Governor Ronald Reagan, reinstated, chased around the U.S., called a domestic terrorist by Richard Nixon, arrest-ed and ultimately acquitted.She writes and speaks on a variety of subjects, such as prison reform, racial discrimination and social justice. The Rolling Stones wrote a song about her—“Sweet Black Angel”—and a character based on her was a major subplot in the classic 1976 dark comedy “Network.” Davis’ talk was prefaced by several speeches, award presenta-tions, essay readings by students, 
and a musical performance by former and current members of Lawrence’s Black Student Union. The theme of the night was “Breaking the Chains of Injustice.”Davis discussed a range of topics, including institutionalized domestic racism and the Black Lives Matter movement. She spoke on the work of King and how it relates to current struggles—both at home in the United States and in the struggle for answers in Palestine. In doing so, Davis highlighted King’s lesser known ideas on seemingly contemporary issues.Davis also addressed the 
Angela Davis spoke at the Lawrence Memorial Chapel last Monday, Jan. 18.
Photo by Hailie Nguyen
Students volunteering as part of Lawrence University’s annual Martin Luther King Jr. day initiative.
Photo by Sadie Tenpas
Angela Davis addresses contemporary 
racism at 25th annual MLK celebration
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LUCC President and Vice 
President elected
 Max Loebl & Jo-Hanna Rifai
The Lawrence University Community Council (LUCC) con-ducted its annual executive elec-tions on Tuesday, Jan. 19. Hours after the election concluded, The 
Lawrentian broke the news that juniors Max Loebl and Jo-Hanna Rifai had been elected presi-dent and vice president of LUCC respectively.Preparations for the election started in ninth week of Fall Term when LUCC released the appli-cations, each requiring 150 sig-natures from the student popu-lation before the candidate was eligible to run. These applications were due on Saturday, Jan. 9, but only one application for president and two for vice president were received by this due date.Upon the recommendation of senior and LUCC President Wesley Varughese, LUCC General Council voted to extend the dead-line for submission of materials to Thursday, Jan. 14. Upon the completion of this extended dead-line, two additional candidates had submitted the paperwork. The final candidate pool was composed of Loebl and junior Abedin Rafique running for presi-dent, and juniors Elana Lambert, Glenn McMahon and Rifai contest-ing in the vice presidential race. Lambert later withdrew from the election.“During my time at Lawrence, I’ve spent a lot of time trying to help other people. It’s something I thrive on,” said Loebl. “I decided to run for LUCC president because I feel like that’s an excellent posi-tion to empower the student body.” Rafique ran with greater internal experience within LUCC, having spent the past year serv-ing on the LUCC cabinet as public relations secretary. “My platform was focused on going beyond the administrative role that LUCC has traditionally played, and working 
for the marginalized community within the limitations of this posi-tion,” said Rafique.To adequately prepare the community to vote, LUCC and 
The Lawrentian pursued various methods of disseminating infor-mation about the candidates. The newspaper published each candi-dates’ platforms on its website to complement the brief statement available just prior to balloting. In addition, Varughese and LUCC Vice President Ali Heiring hosted the second edition of a quasi-formal radio debate with the candidates. The debate was conducted over the student-run internet radio station WLFM on Sunday, Jan. 17.The following evening, The 
Lawrentian Editor-in-Chief Zach Ben-Amots and Copy Chief Amaan Khan hosted the more formal debate with the candidates. This year’s debate differed from oth-ers in both its location and tone. Hosted in the Nathan Marsh Pusey room of the Warch Campus Center rather than the café as in past years, the debate’s focus remained on nearly all campus issues with the community council’s purview.Campus Life Student Organizations Coordinator Nick Paulson ’14 noted a significant progression overtime from some-what trivial questions to discuss-ing issues of substance and rel-evance.“[In previous debates,] peo-ple were trying to ask intelligent questions, but no one knew what LUCC was doing and LUCC wasn’t really dealing with substantive issues,” said Paulson. Instead, this year’s debate included incorpo-rated questions of interest such as “how can you use the student gov-ernment and the student funds and student housing to support inclusivity.” Paulson served as LUCC president during his time as a student and has attended the last six executive election debates.
See page 2
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On Friday, Jan. 15, 
approximately 15 
students silently 
marched from the 
Diversity Center to 
the Warch Campus 
Center, protesting 
the screening 
of “Stonewall” 
(2015), criticized 
for whitewashing 
Queer history. The 
students projected 
“Stonewall Uprising,” 
a 2015 documentary 
on the wall outside 
the cinema and hung 
flyers around the 
building.
BIG PICTURE small space
Compiled by Nathan Whiteman 
World   News
prison system as it stands in the United States, specifically the unprecedented number of people imprisoned at much higher rates than in other nations. She advo-cated for abolition of the prison system, arguing that such pun-ishment perpetuates rather than 
solves the real problems of con-victs.The talk was well attended by community members and Lawrence students alike. In fact, an overflow room with the event webcasted on a screen was set up in Stansbury Theatre to accom-modate the large crowd. Davis’ lines were often met with snaps or applause.
Angela Davis
continued from page 1
IRAQ: St. Elijah's Monastery, the oldest Christian monastery in Iraq, has been destroyed by mem-bers of the Islamic State according to both local church leaders and satellite imagery obtained by the Associated Press. The monastery was originally constructed over 1400 years ago. 
RUSSIA: The Ruble has collapsed to its lowest value ever, reaching just 1/82 of a U.S. dollar. This crash is likely related to huge decreases in the price of oil, one of Russia's primary industries. Oil prices have decreased from $100 per barrel to $27 per barrel in the last 18 months. 
AUSTRIA: The Austrian government has announced that it will limit the quantity of refugees granted asylum in the nation to 1.5% of Austria's popula-tion over the next four years. This will have the effect of limiting incoming refugees to 37,500 per year, less than half of the 90,000 asylum seekers that entered the country in 2015. 
EAST ASIA:  China has agreed to participate in United Nations (U.N.) sanctions against North Korea following the latter's fourth nuclear weap-ons test, which violated a U.N. Security Council resolution. 
JAPAN: Japan experienced a drop in crime in 2015, bringing crime to a new post-World War II low. Only 1,099,048 violations of Japanese law were reported over the entire year. Crime dropped in all categories, and the ratio of violent crime reports resolved rose to 32.5%. 
LUCC representatives and officers table at the voting booth on Tuesday, Jan 19.
Photo by Michael Hubbard
LUCC elections
continued from page 1
Varughese also noted the changes in debate quality and format. “At least 30 to 40 peo-ple attended, even on a day with major events scheduled on cam-pus,” concluded Varughese. “These students were actively listening and asking questions, showing us that there were so many different pieces to hit during this election.”Balloting took place on Tuesday, Jan. 19 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. in the Warch Campus Center without any major issues. Separate voting booths were also set up in the Alexander Gymnasium and the Conservatory from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. This was the second year the exec-utive elections were conducted on only one day and multiple voting booths were established across campus. By the day’s end, 652 and 644 ballots were submitted for presidential and vice presiden-tial elections respectively. This marked significantly higher stu-dent involvement than that of pre-vious years.LUCC Parliamentarian Adam 
McDonald felt this year’s elec-tion ran smoothly and effectively engaged the student body. “Having polls open all day and three loca-tions helped to give students more opportunities to cast their vote,” said McDonald. “Compacting the election into one day also helped to create more excitement around the election, which hopefully increased voter turnout.”Around midnight, the bal-lots had been counted and results were officially sent to the can-didates. According to protocol, the results are to be kept private for three days beyond the release since candidates have the right to contest the outcome for that duration.However, this year, all four candidates waived their right to contest the results through written communication with Varughese. The Lawrentian broke the news through social media in the early hours of Wednesday, Jan. 20 as the campus buzzed with excitement.“Although LUCC can [only] engage with a limited number of people, the voting process is still open to the entire campus,” said Rafique. “It was clearly important for all candidates to engage with 
students outside of their target groups and address the needs of the general student body.”Both election winners are excited to take office and are already looking forward to enact-ing policy and reform in the stu-dent government.“Going through the elections was a great experience,” said Rifai. “I want to congratulate all the candidates on great runs, and I look forward to a productive year ahead.”Regarding potential LUCC changes in the coming year, Loebl said, “I definitely want to work on restructuring Judicial Board and maybe looking at an alternative system of reporting for instances of racial bias […] And I would also like to explore a mandatory expul-sion policy [within the sexual mis-conduct policy].”The election results remain subject to approval by LUCC General Council on Monday, Jan. 25. Following approval, Loebl and Rifai will officially become presi-dent- and vice president-elect respectively. Both will be transitioning through the rest of this term and will take office Spring Term.
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Dear Fiona,
I’ve been at Lawrence for over 
a term, but I still don’t feel at home 
here. I don’t really know how to ex-
plain it. I mean, I like it here, but I 
just don’t feel totally comfortable 
and safe like I do at home. I’m not 
used to having a roommate, and I 
don’t really feel like the room is my 
space. 
On top of that, when I don’t 
want to be in my room, there isn’t 
really anywhere for me to be be-
sides the lounge, and the dorm 
lounges aren’t very homey. How 
can I feel normal and comfortable 
here? How can I feel more at home?
- Homesick Homebody Dear Homesick Homebody,Getting to the point where you feel at home at college is a different process for everybody. Some people are just really adapt-able and can feel at home any-where. Others are more particular and it takes a lot longer for them to feel at home. But don’t worry, 
I’m not telling you that you should just sit back and wait for it to get better. There are lots of things  you can do to help make yourself feel more at home.One of the most important things is making yourself feel com-fortable in your room and your dorm. Make sure to decorate your space, whether that’s your half of the room or just your bed and your desk, in ways that you like and that really make you happy. If you feel weird about hav-ing a roommate, you should talk to them about it. If you’re not comfortable with that, then talk to a Residence Life Advisor (RLA) about it. It should be something that you can resolve through com-munication and maybe some com-promises. Even if you don’t like having roommate and you end up getting a single next year, you will have to live with this person through Spring Term, so it’s worth it to try to make it work with them at least for the time being.Feeling comfortable in your dorm’s common spaces is a little harder, but the best thing you can 
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I kicked a chunk of ice along my path, bored with the same sidewalk and the same routine that I took every day to school. At least there was a change in the typical rainy weather … but that change came with snow. 
Why?! At least high-school was almost over. Although, as soon as that was done, I’d get into a new boring routine as I started to do “adult things.” The ice chunk skittered across the side-walk and got caught against the snow bank. 
Ugh. Why? WHAM! I kicked it hard, angry at every-thing. But instead of sending the piece of ice shooting down my path, I kicked a solid sheet of ice to the left of my snow version of a soccer ball. A girl across the street started to laugh as I held my foot and hopped up and down on one leg. “What are you look-ing at?” I sneered. Immediately, she stopped chuckling and quickened her pace, disap-pearing in the opposite direction.As I turned around to make another snide comment, I heard it for the first time. Somewhere in the distance, a vehicle was blasting “Sleigh Ride” through their speak-ers. If I wasn’t mistaken, it sounded like they had a microphone and were singing along. 
How disgusting.With my throbbing toe, I started walk-ing to what I thought was farther away from the noise—toward my house. Stupid cheery 
music. I hate cheery music. But then, I hate 
everything. I turned down the corner, ready to head home, do homework and eat my usual bland food before passing out.
Well, that’s just perfect. The noise was coming from an ice cream truck. Better yet, it was parked right in front of my damn house. Two younger kids that lived next door were talking to the woman in 
the truck and ordering ice cream—in that weather! They looked so damn pleased. I started looking down at my feet to erase the image of their shining, smiley faces from my memory. Disgusting.The truck started to leave—thank goodness—as I drew nearer to my house. But instead of turning down the next street, it drove next to me and slowed down to match my walking pace.“Care for some ice-cream?” the woman asked in a too-sweet voice.“Uhm, care for some business advice? No one is going to buy ice cream when it’s this cold out, thanks,” I huffed.“I see. Yeah, this weather kinda sucks. I probably wouldn’t want to buy ice cream, either,” she replied.I paused. I didn’t expect anything less than sugar-coated phrases to come from her ruby-red, lipstick-plastered mouth and “I shit rainbows and butterflies” attitude. “Then … why are you selling ice cream?” I returned. This lady is so stupid.“Because my ice cream is one of a kind — you can’t get this stuff anywhere else. It’s worth eating even when it’s cold out,” she enthused.“Uh-huh. Sure. Well, I’m not buying,” I sneered.As I started walking away, she contin-ued to slowly trail next to me. She wasn’t ready to give up. “You sure? I think I have something that will warm you up,” she taunted.“Don’t have any money,” I grumbled.“But … it’s free!” she squeaked.“What is this, some sort of prank?” I spat.
Winter Lane
Fiona Masterton
Columnist
____________________________________________      
This serial story is a written by Lawrence University’s 
Creative Writing Club. This week’s author is Jess Morgan.
See page 7
Making LU Home
In what was the middle of the night for you, I called you on the phone yester-day. You did not hang up and you did not complain about me waking you up. You were worried. Some say that love is a contact sport, but that has never been the case with you. As my parents and guardians, you have stood by my side throughout all the hard-ships that I have been through, and always managed to point me towards the light when I found myself wandering aimlessly in the dark. Getting to spend some time with you during Winter Break made me reach an epiphany: it is hard to think about how much someone means to you when you are so used to them being there.As a teen, I strived to be perceived as a rebel: going against the status quo, dem-onstrating extreme risk-taking practices and always talking back to my teachers at school. What I failed to realize at the time, however, was that you were the ones who would get in trouble for my childish behavior. It was you who would have to be confronted by my furious teachers about my missing assignments, my unbecoming attitude and my general lack of motivation. Despite all the hardships you had to get through because of me, however, you always managed to point me in the right direction. You confronted me about my wrongdoings and made me understand that I ought to take responsibility for my actions. What caught me by surprise at the time was that you never pushed me to pursue a college degree. Heck, you did not even push me to get a high school diploma! You always stressed that the choices I make will impact my life and that you 
will not always be around to shelter me from whatever tremendous consequence I may have to face. That kind of mindset, combined with the general ability to think critically that you helped me develop over the past 18 years, had a profound effect on me when I arrived at Lawrence. Going from a C+ to an A is a long way up, especially if a high school-to-college transi-tion is involved in between. Nevertheless, coming to Lawrence and realizing that I was now on my own encouraged me to take your teachings to heart and apply myself to the greatest extent of my abili-ties. I would not dare claim, however, that I am an independent man. That would be quite silly of me — when your parents are paying for every second of your existence, you cannot, by definition, be independent. After the first few months I got to spend here, my mind became fixated on one thing: total victory. Yes, it does sound extremely egotistic, and it is to a certain extent, yet I feel that this is the only way for me to honor you. I highly appreciate the fact that, despite the abysmal financial situation in Greece, you still decided to take the huge risk of sending me to the U.S. for my studies. Furthermore, I am still amazed by the overwhelming amount of courage that you displayed by placing your trust in someone like me—someone who, in the past two years, seemed to be utterly unmotivated and unwilling to work hard to achieve the goals he had set forth. For all that you have already done and continue to do for me, I wish to thank you wholeheartedly.I cannot predict what the future may bring our way. The distance that currently separates us is most definitely a tremen-dous problem. I do not get to see my 
Savvas Sfairopoulos
Columnist
________________________________________________________ 
An Open Letter to my Parents
do is to just spend time in them. The more time you spend in the lounge, kitchen or other common spaces, the more normal it will feel. I would encourage you to do your homework in the lounge and utilize the kitchen or the practice rooms. I know Plantz has those in the basement. Invite your friends over and cook dinner together, or watch a movie in the lounge to-gether. As long as you’re observing quiet hours, you should be able to use those common spaces similar-ly to how you would in your own home. 
Now that I’ve gotten all the hands-on stuff out of the way, I can get to my more open-ended sug-gestion. In my opinion, the best and most important thing you can do to help yourself feel more at home is to establish a routine of self-care. If you do this, not only will it be good for your mental health overall, it will also help you to associate Lawrence with com-fort and happiness. Make time to take care of yourself in your room, which you have personalized, and you will start to feel more relaxed when you are in there. Now, self-
care is different for everybody, but for me, it tends to be the little things like making sure my room smells nice, taking long, hot show-ers, painting my nails, and hav-ing a really cushy mattress pad, 
rugs on the floor and books by my bed. Whatever you can do to make yourself feel comfortable in your space—without making your roommate uncomfortable, of course—it is important that you do it. Feeling at home at school can seem hard, but it’s not impossible. Good Luck!-Fiona
See page 7
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This past week, Lawrence University President Mark Burstein accepted the Intercollegiate Athletic Committee’s recommendation to change the status of the Lawrence University Men’s Golf program from varsity to club, effective at the end of the year. The switch came after conversations with students, faculty, coaches and alumni that convinced Burstein 
that the change would benefit the majority of Lawrence’s student athletes and the Athletics depart-ment’s budgetary goals. By changing the program to club status, the team’s financial responsibility now falls to the Lawrence University Community Council’s activity fee instead of the Athletics department’s bud-get, creating the ability to employ a full-time strength and condi-tioning coach. “The change will free up resources to enhance our remaining 21 varsity programs, 
which involve over 300 students and also will hopefully increase the opportunities for all students to play golf at Lawrence through a robust club program,” said Burstein.  Nevertheless, members of the golf team took the news with disappointment. “Big decisions like this are hard for President Burstein to make and there are always two sides to a story. However, I am saddened that a varsity team is sacrificed to achieve a small budget cut,” said 
junior Nigel Schuster. Schuster is one of the team’s top players and has been a mem-ber of the team since his fresh-man year. The option to play golf attracted Schuster to Lawrence, and the development and growth the golf team has exhibited over the past few years is something he takes pride in. While the men’s golf program has never had a strong recruit-ing presence, the team stresses the benefits of the strong bonds formed on and off the field. 
Several players on the team were recruited to play another sport at Lawrence and were drawn to the golf team because of the oppor-tunity to play two sports at the NCAA varsity level. The program has tradition-ally only held a handful of players each season, but those who are on the team play their entire time at Lawrence. “This past spring sea-son was the most fun I’ve ever had playing golf, and the team 
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Sports
in photos
Golf team officially re-designated as club sport 
Freshman Sportlight
Leah Reeves- Women’s Basketball
Gabe Chapman
Staff Writer
__________________________________
   Matt Geleske
    Staff Writer
_____________________
NBA midseason reports show expected results from top teams
LU track starts season off strong
by Brady Busha
Fencing
On Jan 16., both men’s and women’s fencing 
went 3-3 in the DiCicco Duals at Notre Dame. 
Fencing competes next at the Northwestern 
Duals on Jan. 30-31. 
We are just over half-way through the National Basketball Association (NBA) season and the standings look pretty much how most people thought they would; just a lot more exaggerated than expected. I will break it down by conference and look at the teams that matter. And when I say teams that matter, I mean teams that have a chance at winning the NBA Championship.In the Lebron James confer-ence, Lebron James is in control. 
Yes, I am referring to the Eastern Conference as the Lebron James conference because he has earned it and looks to be in good shape to win the conference for the fifth straight year. The Cavaliers stand above the rest of the pack right now, but they do seem more vul-nerable to losing the East this year than last year. They still have not found a way to really utilize Kevin Love very well and at this point, it is time to start thinking about trade options for him.  In my preseason predic-tion article, I predicted that the Miami Heat would dethrone the Cavaliers, but they have been frus-tratingly inconsistent. Dwayne 
Wade is playing like a star consis-tently again. However, the Miami Heat just has not been able to put it together as a team. On paper, they have all the pieces and look like they should play well togeth-er, but it just has not happened. There is still time for them to get it together, but Goran Dragic needs to raise his play. Meanwhile,  the Bulls is another team that on paper appears to be a threat, they are still searching for an identity. The Raptors have been a pleasant sur-prise, but do not have the depth for a long playoff run. Right now the Cavs are easily the best team in the East, but I’m going to stick 
by my preseason pick and say that the Heat get it together in the second half.In the West, the story has been dominated by the defending champion Golden State Warriors. Not that there is a problem with that. They are on pace for the best season ever and their reigning Most Valuable Player, Steph Curry, is having the best season in NBA history by pretty much all statis-tical measures. I know we usu-ally jump the gun on putting active players into “all-time” conversa-tions, but Curry is far and away the best shooter in NBA history. Period. While the Warriors have been dominating the league, the 
Spurs have been quietly lurking right behind them, only trailing them by two games. Of course this has not garnered the headlines because that’s just the Spurs’ way. This is setting up for one of the best Western Conference Finals I can remember if it happens. The only team that can get in the way of that is the Oklahoma City Thunder. I can see them beating one of these teams but not both. My preseason pick was the Warriors to win it all and I have no reason now to believe they will not do that, so I will stick with that pick as well.
Leah Reeves is a freshman for-
ward for the Lawrence University 
(Vikings) Women’s Basketball 
team.  She has played in all 14 of 
the Vikings’ games, and contributes 
around 12 minutes of court time 
per contest.  Reeves also averages 3 
rebounds per game, good for fifth-
best on the team, and has accumu-
lated 12 successful shots for the 
team. 
So, where are you from, and 
what drew you to Lawrence?I’m from Lisle, Ill.  I came on a visit, and I met all of the basketball girls, toured campus. Although I didn’t really know 
about the school, after my visit, I thought “I’m going to this school.”
How do you keep yourself 
focused when you are getting 
ready during the week, hav-
ing to share the court with the 
men’s team?  In Fall Term, it was way worse with the volleyball team sharing the court, too.  On Tuesdays and Thursdays, we have late prac-tices, and the men take Monday, Wednesday, and Friday for late practices.  So it’s nice to have a schedule.  To stay focused, we do a lot of talking to make sure that we’re all on the same page.
Is there anything you do in your 
spare time that you think helps 
with your play?I watch a lot of films.  I also have basketball conversations with my dad all the time, whether it’s about the last game I was in, or the next team we’re playing.  
What’s one thing you’ve enjoyed 
so far this year as a Lawrence 
student?As a freshman, coming in and meeting such a wide variety of people from so many different backgrounds and experiences has been really fun for me.  I went to a 
really small high school.
In your mind, what has been the 
easiest and the toughest parts 
of being on a collegiate team?The easiest thing is getting along with all of my teammates. We gel really well on and off the court.  The hardest part is hav-ing all of the team put in so much work, so many minutes into prac-tices, and it just comes up short sometimes.
How different does the atmo-
sphere of Lawrence feel from 
where you’ve been previously?
Photo by Emei Thompson
The Lawrence University Indoor Track and Field teams competed in their first meet of the indoor season last Friday at UW Oshkosh. Both men and women teams finished third against the historically dominant Oshkosh Titans and conference rival Ripon Redhawks. The women finished with 42 points and the men fin-ished with 40. As it was the first meet of the year, the Vikings looked to start the season off on a strong note. “Heading into the season, our aim is always to take steps towards our big season goals,” said junior Max Edwards. “With the indoor season being so short, every meet is an opportunity for the entire team to reach those goals.” Although the team finished last in the overall 
point standings, several outstand-ing performances keep the team rolling on a positive note. The women’s side was high-lighted by a complete sweep of the top seven places in the 3000-meter run with senior Clare Bruning taking the top spot with a time of 11:24. Bruning was closely followed by sophomore Erin Schrobilgen in second place with a time of 11:49 and sopho-more Hannah Kinzer in third with 11:40. Freshman Sierra Polzin also ran well in her college track debut with a third place finish in the 800-meter race with a time of 2:31. Earning the top finish in the Lady Vike’s field events was soph-omore Sage Greenlee whose 1.6 meter leap in the high jump was good enough for second place. For the men, the top fin-isher was the 4x400 meter relay which finished in second place with a time of 3:43. Freshman Dan Sandacz, in his first indoor col-legiate meet, took fourth place in 
the 60 meter hurdles with a time of 9:37. Other top finishers for the men include Edwards in the 1 mile run for third in 4:31 and senior Cam Davies right behind him in fourth with a time of 4:33. After its first meet, the team remains optimistic about a suc-cessful season. “We had several athletes either tie or set personal records,” reflects Edwards. “For that to occur during the first meet of the season sets the groundwork for more improvements in sub-sequent meets.” The Vikings are determined to keep their eyes on the future as every day they are preparing for their end goal: a top finish in the Midwest Conference meet. “Conference is always the highlight of our season and the meet which we are always work-ing towards,” says Edwards. Next week, Lawrence will compete at the UW Stout Invitational, which will give the 
See page 5
See page 9
See page 9
   CJ Revis
    Staff Writer
________________________
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STANDINGS
Photo by Emei Thompson
Mattias Soderqvist - Hockey
Athlete of the Week
by Gabriel Armistead Chapman
Statistics are courtesy of 
www.midwestconference.org 
and  www.nchahockey.org
Jan. 20, 2015
MEN’S BASKETBALL 
TEAM              MWC    OVR 
St. Norbert   10-0  13-2 
Carroll   8-1  12-2 
Ripon   8-3  10-6 
Lake Forest  6-3  8-5 
Monmouth   6-4  9-5 
Grinnell   5-5  8-7 
Beloit  4-6  6-9 
Cornell   3-7  5-10 
Illinois  2-8  5-10 
Lawrence  2-8  5-10 
Knox   0-9  1-13 
 
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM MWC  OVR 
St. Norbert 10-0  11-4 
Cornell    7-2  10-4 
Grinnell    6-3  9-5 
Illinois   6-3  9-5 
Lake Forest   6-3  7-6 
Ripon   5-5  9-6 
Carroll   4-5  5-9 
Beloit    3-7  5-10 
Knox   2-6  7-6 
Monmouth   2-8  3-12 
Lawrence   0-9  0-14 
HOCKEY
TEAM NHCA OVR
North
St. Norbert      9-1 13-1-1
St. Scholastica 7-3 9-4-2
Lawrence       5-4-1 9-4-2
MSOE        5-5 10-5
Northland      2-8-0 3-11-1
Finlandia        1-9-2 1-13-3
South
Adrian 10-1-1 14-1-1
Marian 7-4-1 9-5-3
Concordia 5-5-2 8-6-2
Lake Forest 4-8-0 6-9-0
Aurora 1-8-1 1-13-1
 Jordan Atkins
  For the Lawrentian
____________________________________
Men’s basketball struggles in conference play
The BLU Crew is the 
name of the new stu-
dent section for home 
sports events. The 
next event is Saturday 
Jan. 23 at 1p.m. LU 
Swimming takes on 
Lake Forest and UW 
Whitewater. Wear blue 
and come support the 
swim team.
BLU CREW 
EVENT  
The Lawrence University (Vikings) Men’s Basketball team has struggled in recent weeks as it works through the meat of its Midwest Conference schedule. The Vikes won four out of five games over last winter break, including a 2-0 record at the Puerto Rico Classic, but have been unable to translate their prior success into wins since the start of Winter Term. The Vikings cur-rently hold an overall record of 5-9 while going 2-7 in conference play. In seven of the nine losses, Lawrence had the lead in the sec-ond half, but was unable to finish. The Vikes’ inability to close out games currently leaves them ninth in the conference standings. They are four games back out of fourth place with nine games to play. The team would need a winning streak 
and some luck in order to qualify for the conference tournament. Regardless, the Vikings can be expected to remain competitive with every team they face for the remainder of the season.The biggest bright spot for Lawrence has been the play of senior point guard Jamie Nikitas. Nikitas leads the conference and is fourth in the nation in scoring average at 27.7 points per game, while playing nearly every minute of every game. As the heart and soul of the Vikings offense, Nikitas has led the team in scoring in each game this season, never scoring less than 17 points in a game. At just 6’0” tall, the Glenview, Ill. native is the team’s best rebound-er and sixth best in the confer-ence. Additionally, Nikitas is first in the conference in steals, and despite accounting for nearly 40% of the team’s scoring, has still managed to record 3.4 assists 
per game, good for eighth in the league. Nikitas has been awarded Midwest Conference Performer of the Week twice already this year and is the heavy favorite to be the league’s Player of the Year. The last Viking to win this award was Ryan Kroeger ‘09  in 2009.“Without a doubt I would trade any of those accolades, any-thing like that, or scoring whatev-er I’m scoring per game for wins,” said Nikitas of his impressive collection of accomplishments so far this season. The decorated Lawrentian still appreciates the honors he has received, stating, “It’s nice to have something to hang my hat on and have my individual performance be recog-nized.”In recent weeks, Lawrence has been without junior guard Peter Winslow who has been side-lined with a partially torn oblique as well as hip soreness. This 
diminishes the team’s already limited depth and size. Winslow’s teammates miss his presence on the floor. “Peter is obviously a key player for us,” said Nikitas. “He really plays hard [and] with a lot of heart. It’s difficult to have him on the bench.” The team hopes that Winslow can return before the season ends. With only ten players suiting up each game, the Vikes cannot afford any injuries for the rest of the season and must avoid foul trouble during their games. As the season continues, the team is aiming to make the most of its remaining games and enjoy the ride, hoping that a looser approach will lead to victories in the final month of play. “It’s been a great group of guys,” said Nikitas. Lawrence’s next test is a home matchup with Knox College on Jan. 23.
This week, I caught up with junior goaltender Mattias Soderqvist 
of the Lawrence University Men’s Hockey team. The Swede was 
awarded the Northern Collegiate Hockey Association Defensive Player 
of the Week after recording his first career shutout in a 2-0 win over 
Concordia (Wis.) University on Jan. 9, and stopping 40 shots in a 
rematch the next night that resulted in a 2-2 tie. This past Friday, 
Soderqvist logged his second shutout against Aurora University in a 
dominant 7-0 win at the Appleton Family Ice Center.
Gabe  Chapman: Congratulations on being Defensive Player of the Week. What was your reaction after finding out you got the award?
Mattias Soderqvist: I mean it’s always fun to get things like that. I was just happy that we played really well. We played great last weekend as a team and this weekend as well, so I’m just happy that we’re starting to find progress and get better each week.
GC: This is your third time winning the award.
MS: Yeah, I got it twice last year and once this year. It’s not super 
important, but it’s always fun to get that award—but to me it’s more about winning the games. We got seven out of eight points these past two weekends and that put us in a really good position. 
GC: Did winning it this time feel any different? Does it feel like you’ve been playing better and improving?
MS: I’ve been feeling good. Last year was really good for me. I had a really good year personally. This year didn’t start off as I wanted it to, but I’ve been working really hard and just believing in myself, and now it’s been paying off and that’s really nice. But I’m just going to keep doing what I’m doing. It doesn’t change anything; it’s fun and I’m honored, but I’m just going to keep going.
GC: What is it that you think has been contributing to your success?
MS: I try to stay really calm, and my job is to give the team a chance to win every game. I know if I can stay calm, have good body language and make the saves I’m supposed to, it gives our team really good energy that spreads to other guys, so we can get things going. So, I’m just trying to stay calm and save the pucks I’m supposed to save.
GC: You guys have been playing really well lately. What do you think has contributed to that—apart from your great goaltending?
MS: These past two weeks we’ve been blocking a lot of shots, and that makes a huge difference. It’s not only that the pucks don’t go to the net—it’s energy. So when someone blocks a shot, everyone sees that and wants to do it and contribute to the team. And I think we’ve played really solid defense, got the pucks out, and talked a lot.This Friday we scored seven goals, so we also did some good things in the offensive zone as well. It’s just clicked these past two weekends, and I feel like it’s a progress—as I said the year didn’t start off as we wanted it to. But we’ve been working really hard, and when you do that and believe in something it’s going to pay off. We’re still learning and coming together, but right now it’s going well for us.
GC: What do you want to do to keep this good momentum moving?
MS: I work hard everyday; that’s all I can do. We have ten games left, so just not holding back and giving everything I’ve got and then take it from there. Our goal is obviously playoffs so we just need to take these next five weekends and see where we are. 
GC: You’re from Sweden. How did you come to Lawrence? Was it hockey?
MS: Yeah it was hockey. I played junior hockey in Indianapolis for one year and then in Dallas for a couple of months, and then I heard about the school through Kalle Larsson, who was an assistant coach my freshman year and is also from Sweden. I talked to him over the summer and came to visit before I went down to Dallas. I really enjoyed it. Academics has always been really important for me, so I wanted to go to a school where I could get a good education while playing hockey. It was a good fit for me. 
scored really well,” said sopho-more Austin Frank. Junior Nathan Ley was not surprised that the golf team was 
changed to club status because its small team roster and the lack of equipment or inventory made the decision an easy one. However, he made the point that the looming decision hurt the team’s potential because the coaching staff made a point not to actively recruit play-
ers only to see the team down-graded to a club sport. “It doesn’t help our case, but unless you’re trying to have three teams like Carthage [College] or St. Norbert [College], you only need ten stu-dents,” said Ley. As a whole, the team felt 
that the move contradicted the president’s statements in a “The Lawrence Minute” video from October of 2013 where he said, “The opportunity of combining a time in the classroom and on cam-pus as well as being a member of a varsity team is a unique way to 
learn some of the most important lessons in life.” However, the players are grateful for the opportunity to compete at the varsity level and are looking forward to the success of the program at the club level.
Golf status
continued from page 4
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As a liberal institution, Lawrence is in the midst of cultural and political changes, including a new wave of food conscious-ness. Gluten intolerances are on the rise alongside vegetarianism and veganism, yielding a change in perspective on food preparation. Many universities are not receptive to morphing millennial food culture, provid-ing few to no options to cater to the entire student body. Bon Appetit makes changes each term with the goal of improving daily food conditions for Lawrence students. These changes, while sometimes thoughtful and consciously made, can also have rebound-ing effects, causing distress or worry for Lawrentians.In Andrew Commons, my saving grace when in need of food was the amount of bananas available on a near-daily basis. They are the perfect addition to any meal, providing potassium on cold winter days and a refreshing taste in any fruit combina-tion. Without this super fruit, our malnour-ished, sickly bodies would lack the proper nutrients to survive in the great north of Wisconsin. Recently, there were several chang-es in the layout and offerings of Andrew Commons. In Spring and Fall Terms, the commons had more fruit bins and panini presses, modified salad and sandwich sta-tions, and only gluten free cookie options. While the appearance of a collective food consciousness from Bon Appetit is some-what comforting, the recent lack of fruit in the commons is worrisome for many students. For the past several years, there were bins situated in the commons, typi-cally overflowing with 
assorted fruits, featuring bananas at least three times each week. These yellow beacons of light provided smiles and nutri-ent-rich snacks to hungry Lawrentians. There are now fewer fruit options available to students, a noticeable change for junior Kristina Verhasselt. She said, “I miss having fruit in my diet. Bananas have always been a staple.” V e r h a s s e l t noticed that the amount of bananas has decreased severely since returning from her term abroad and was nagged by the idea that there are fewer daily fruit options. This change has not gone unnoticed by other students on campus, stretching from Alexander Gymnasium to the Conservatory. Senior Justin Coyne stated, “I have noticed this change. Every Tuesday [or] Thursday, they had bananas, and now they don’t have them. I’m pretty upset. I usually would get a banana with lunch.” Rather than being in fruit bins, banan-as are now only available in small bowls—positioned so that they go unnoticed by many students—or for purchase in the cafe or corner store. Having to pay for her daily banana fix prompted junior Alaina Leisten: “When you’re charging more than half of a dollar for a piece of fruit on culinary cash, it’s a little goofy. Now you can pretty much only get them in sack lunches and that’s frustrating.”  In response to my questioning the whereabouts of the fruit bins, Bon Appetit representatives were less than excited to provide their answers. I received no response to my emails, further emphasiz-ing the question: where has the fruit gone? The banana disappearance has touched the lives of Lawrentians, bring-ing the importance of the fruit to light. As these changes continue to gain atten-tion, Lawrentians must rise up, grab the banana by the peel and hope for a better tomorrow.
Finding it hard to stay active this win-ter? Feeling the winter blues? Not to worry, 
The Lawrentian has you covered. Staff and students share tips and tricks on what they do to keep their New Year’s resolution of staying in shape:Director of Wellness and Recreation Erin Buenzli creates wellness programming for students, staff and faculty based on research, campus assessments and student input. These opportunities include yoga, Boot Camp, TRX and the Healthy Viking personal training program. She meets with students to discuss biofeedback, nutrition, performance and orthopedic injuries. She is the advisor to club sports, works with the 
YMCA and teaches a three-unit personal sustainability class on wellness. During winter, her favorite activities are TRX class, racquetball, badminton and pickleball. Her advice to students to be more active is, “find something fun that helps you move more. Find friends with the same interests and try new things. You are much more likely to keep up an activity you enjoy. Movement is a long-term investment in your overall well-being and it promotes increased growth of your brain cells to help your academics.” Freshman and Wellness Center stu-dent worker, Jason Lau said, “People view the winter as something that stops them from working out and staying fit, but really, it’s not like that. It’s more of a motivation to do it just because everyone else isn't and you want to yourself.” Lau runs outdoors on 
a trail by the Fox River behind Trever Hall and swims whenever he can. His advice to motivate students to stay active is to “set small goals” even if it means working out five to 20 minutes.Sophomore Meg Krautsch works out in Alexander Gymnasium every other day. She does weights, squats, pull ups and bench to target her legs, upper body and core. Her purpose for doing so is training for softball season and motivational videos. Her advice for a student finding ways to stay active is, “Working out is a process. If you put the work in, you will begin to see changes within yourself.”Junior Jackson Straughan stays as active as possible by participating in indoor track, weightlifting and training for foot-ball. He says, “Huge distresses gets me out of the room and keeps me active dur-
ing winter.” Jackson works out or “hits the iron” three times a week on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. His advice to keep students motivated during the winter is “set goals and time away for yourself for classes, working out and your schedule. Knowing who you are and your schedule helps you stay motivated.” He also enjoys skiing, snowball fights and making snow forts with his sister.Whether it is braving your way to the Wellness Center, working out to online workout videos or running up the stairs in Warch Campus Center, you are sure to find different ways to stay active out of the snow. Of course, bundling up by the fire with a cup of hot cocoa every once in a while is not a bad idea either. 
Lack of bananas in Andrew 
Commons indicates need 
for food changes
Alanna Rieser
For The Lawrentian
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 Photo Feature: When students meet snow
How Lawrentians stay active in the winter
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December of 2015 was an incredibly eventful and memorable winter break dur-ing my time here at Lawrence, as I had the opportunity to travel through China with a group of Lawrence students, faculty and staff members. Tightly compressed into just 16 days across five different cities—Shanghai, Wuxi, Guiyang, Shenzhen and Hong Kong—the experience was inspiring, overwhelming and stimulating all at once.The trip was designed to be an alter-native study abroad experience. Instead of a whole term or a year, our three-week trip was more of a “traveling classroom,” a term coined by Stephen Edward Scarff Professor of International Affairs and Associate Professor of Government Jason Brozek, who led the program this year. This, in itself, created a very different experience for us, as the trip is a continuation and not a disconnection from our class in Fall Term.The program has a broad interdisci-plinary focus on commerce, culture and conservation with students from many different departments—government, eco-nomics and Chinese to name a few. We all set out to explore different aspects of China’s culture, issues and society, depend-ing on our personal and academic back-grounds. Our majors were not our only differ-ence. The trip was infinitely more interest-ing as we had some first-time and seasoned travelers, some Chinese culture and his-tory connoisseurs who could fluently con-verse with locals, and newbies like me who had nothing more than broken Mandarin and body language to communicate our orders to street food vendors.Although it was a relatively short trip, we all learned so much, not only about China, but also about our own cultures and identities. One thing that struck me was how the media, especially Western media, has been painting a jarringly one-sided narrative of China as the extremely polluted manufacturing site of the world with a communist dictatorship and heavy-handed censorship. Our visit to only five cities could not speak for the vast country and its one bil-lion people, but it is enough to see that China is so much more than that. Despite many persisting problems, China is truly a culturally diverse place with creative and 
compassionate individuals who are work-ing hard and putting hearts into what they do. For most of the participants on the trip, this has been their first time being somewhere so vastly different from what they know. Junior Glenn McMahon com-mented that, despite his traveling experi-ence, being in China for him was “the first time being the minority.” Many of the trip participants shared a similar sentiment, as they experience a culture almost com-pletely different.Echoing this sentiment, sophomore Chelsea Gosney chimed in, “[The trip] has given me insight into how people of color might feel [in the U.S.], and I now have more respect for them.” She added, “It is difficult to get stared at and stand out all the time.” For me personally, as a Vietnamese, being in China is strangely familiar and for-eign at the same time. As China and Vietnam share many common points in our history, culture and current challenges, in many ways, I could easily blend in. At the same time, this superficial similarity immedi-ately became alienating the moment I tried to speak, to find my way around, or most often, to explain with limited Mandarin my ethnicity and my reason for being in China to strangers with uncomprehending stares.Despite our individual stories, feel-ings and challenges, we bonded quickly over the course of a very fast-paced trip, being around each other almost con-stantly. Lawrence New Media and Website Coordinator Rachel Crowl very aptly put it as “[taking] everything I love about Lawrence, condens[ing] it down to a ball of 21 people, throw[ing] it to the other side of the planet and let[ting] it loose for three weeks.”Perhaps it is a common thing to fall in love a little with all of the people who study abroad with you. You have seen them at their best and their worst, both when things sail smoothly and when all plans fall through the cracks. Our special bond is one hard to forget, as reflected by Executive Director of Budget and Planning Jenna Stone ’00, who was with us during the trip.“Going to such an extraordinarily over-whelmingly foreign place, having intellectu-al engagement all the way through and yet really enjoying each other as people [really makes it] one of the most Lawrentian expe-riences of my life,” said Stone.
When you check the weather on your phone and see that the “RealFeel” is -38 F, you know things are bad. The long weekend was a particularly brutal one here in Appleton, as well as the rest of Wisconsin. Two people have frozen to death—one in Milwaukee and one in Green Bay—in the past two weeks as wind chill advisories have been in effect through-out the entire state. Some Lawrentians are remaining optimistic: junior Aaron Witter got excited when looking at the upcoming forecast, even going so far to say, “It’s going to be 12 F on Wednesday, that’s fine.”While we are all doing our best to cope, it is important to keep in mind that we all have varying levels of experience with winter. Junior and Minnesota native Kara Taft, for example, is a seasoned veteran. “In Minnesota, it’s very rare for schools to be closed if it’s too cold. I think in my entire school experience, school was closed due to the cold once,” she said. She did not seem to think Appleton was any worse or better than Minnesota. “I was outside this weekend, it was fine. The wind is just really bad,” she said.
When asked if Taft ever knew someone who got their tongue stuck to a metal pole, she answered, “I have. You just pour hot water on it.” Taft clearly is prepared to handle win-ter, but other Lawrentians—such as fresh-man and California native Jason Tristram—are new to this way of living and even confused by it. “I just think it’s really weird that snow falls in flakes,” Tristram said. “I think it’s unrealistic, I think it’s tacky, I think it’s ridiculous—I guess I understand why it does that, but I don’t think it should,” he said. This perspective is likely something that Midwesterners would be inherently puzzled by, as snow is such a normal phe-nomenon in winter. As far as the cold tem-perature goes, Tristram said, “I’ve never been in this cold weather in my entire life. But I can’t really tell the difference between really cold temperatures—like, 9 and -8 [F]—except that the colder it is, the more it stings.” One thing Tristram appreciated about winter in Wisconsin is that tempera-tures inside are really warm. “Insulation is not very good anywhere in California,” he explained.Clearly, we all have different opinions on winter and how to deal with it, but one thing we all can agree is that we miss that vitamin D. Spring can not come soon enough!
Beyond 16 days: A reflection 
on the Sustainable China trip 
Anh Ta
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_______________________________________________
Snow veterans and 
snow novices 
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 Photo Feature: When students meet snow
“C’mon. Don’t be such a downer, Debbie,” she said.I stopped dead in my tracks. It had been so long since anyone had called me Debbie, as opposed to Deborah. It brought me back to my early childhood. Does she 
know my name, or was that just an odd 
coincidence?After rummaging inside her truck, she turned to face me with a mug in hand. The red- and white-striped mug contained a smooth, swirled chocolate ice cream-looking concoction topped with rainbow-colored sprinkles. As she motioned me towards the mug, she placed a spoon with a spiral candy cane handle into it. “Please,” she said, pushing the mug towards me. “The mug will warm your hands right up.”I reached out, ready to give her a hard time — there was no way that a warm mug holding perfectly swirled ice cream could 
be warm. But as I cupped it in my hands, I gasped. It was warm. Almost too hot to touch, even.Without thinking, I placed a spoon-ful of the ice cream into my mouth. It too, was warm. Unbelievable. The taste was the perfect combination of salty and sweet, with a hint of peppermint. My next bite was equally warm, but as I got accustomed to the warm texture, it cooled down. But once my mouth adjusted to the cold and yearned for more warmth, it grew hotter as if to match the temperature I needed. I ate every drop right in front of her ruby-red “every-day-is-a-miracle” smile.“Uh, thanks,” I said, handing her the mug back. I felt lighter somehow and the walk back to my house didn’t seem so bad anymore. “You’re welcome,” she smiled.I felt a drop of water plop on my head. I looked up, gawking at the fact that the patches of snow and ice around me were melting. Before I had a second to ask her how that magical ice cream experience was possible, the truck vanished.
Winter Lane
continued from page 3
brother grow, and I will most probably not get to say farewell to the elder members of our family. Yet, I am convinced that, what-ever happens, you will always be there for me. I will always love you, even from afar.
Postscript to my fellow students: I sincerely hope that many other fel-low Lawrentians will find themselves going through a similar situation. Especially for us freshmen, beginning the transition to solo life can be quite hectic. I sincerely hope you get to surround yourselves with people who care about you and people you can call your family.   
Aegean to Appleton
continued from page 3
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Have you ever wondered what a person’s mind looks like? This is not necessarily the brain, or the personality, but the mind, or whatever you may call the neural grid that crisscrosses the brain like a net, like lightning across a primordial sky, grey static on white. Perhaps you want to see bugs? A part of you is a lepidop-terist, wanting to look upon bugs that flutter past your eyes now pinned in place, like an anatomy lesson or a microscopic view of a slide. Perhaps you might just want to see patterns, endless ones, spi-raling in and out of each other; fractals upon fractals that cause near bliss as you are enveloped in the act of seeing them. All of these sights, for those who are curious as to what I am talking about, made up the exhibi-tion “An Unnamed Need: Pattern and Beauty in Contemporary Art,” which opened in the Wriston Art Center Galleries on Friday, Jan. 15. The word “patterns” does not even begin to describe just what exactly you will see should you trudge through the snow and enter the space. Patterns of bugs—entire walls are covered with what look like either giant cicadas or moths. It looks like something out of “Hannibal” while still being weird-ly inviting, as if Hannibal Lecter was going to invite you over and have a completely nor-
mal meal that did not involve can-nibalism. Patterns of brains—the pat-terns like static that I mentioned earlier occupy the end of the hall, with a second piece involving a sphere made by the same artist. The pieces are so large it is easy to get lost in them. Patterns of wheels—of dots in blues and greys and reds, like pointillism or the eyes of a bum-blebee. Waves of stained glass and paint repeat, like a wave pool on some alien world, splashing into your eyes and back again. The real star of the show, however, was the sphere. Though the gallery can be seen at any time now, there is still the fact of the matter that openings often feature things that going later does not. In this case, it was a demonstration 
by Tony Orrico, the artist respon-sible for the piece involving the sphere and the neural patterns, and we saw him make one of these works. We saw him lying on the can-vas, stomach side down, moving with pencils attached like claws to his hands, an artistic Wolverine from “X-Men.” He made snow angels, or at least the motion, so many times we lost count. From the white void of a canvas appeared a sphere that seemed dense enough to plunge through. We applauded. Of course we did. We saw someone create something from nothing. Such is the power of art. Even an image, repeated and repeating, can cre-ate something of overwhelming beauty. 
On Lawrence’s 25th annual celebration of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day on Monday, Jan. 18, current Lawrentians and faculty mem-bers performed at the Riverview Gardens Community Center as a part of the Music for All con-cert series. This series, directed by Associate Professor of Music Michael Mizrahi and Assistant Professor of Music Erin Lesser and enhanced by a partnership with the chamber ensemble Decoda, offers interactive classi-cal chamber music concerts to the community free of charge.The concert took place in a lovely open room at the com-munity center, and the audience members sat in chairs set up on three sides of the performers with windows looking out over the set-ting sun and the Fox Valley River at the performers’ backs. Mizrahi announced at the beginning of the performance that there would be no printed program in order to encourage interaction with the musicians afterwards. The first performers played two movements of Arthur Berger’s “Woodwind Quartet in C Major,” which featured oboe, clarinet, flute and bassoon. To begin, the oboist of the group stood alone at the front in the circle of chairs reserved for her counterparts and asked everyone in the audience to close their eyes and recall an iconic American landscape.As she began to describe the landscape she imagined, the piece 
began from the back of the hall and continued as the other cham-ber players made their way to the front. It was not hard to imagine a landscape with the calm, soothing melodies of this American com-poser’s piece washing over one’s ears. To me, it sounded like the beginnings of American discovery on the plains, with the group’s synchronized breathing and movements representative of tall grasses waving in the wind.Next, a string quartet per-formed Felix Mendelssohn’s “String Quartet No. 2 in A Minor.” The second violinist introduced the piece by telling the audience to think of a time when some-one they had trusted betrayed them and caused them to ask that person the question, “Is it true?” The group then played an excerpt from the piece that represented the question, and the second vio-linist explained that Mendelssohn would ask this question with his melody again and again in this work.Sure enough, the piece start-ed out innocently enough, but the melody quickly escalated into asking the question louder and louder with persistent intensity. The ardor present in the players’ vibrato and tone quality trans-lated well to the audience, and one could easily feel the piece’s inher-ent anguish.Then, a pianist came forward and performed a piece called “Hungary’s God” by Franz Liszt, which Liszt had arranged to be played with the left hand only for a pianist friend who had injured 
his right hand in a hunting acci-dent. The piece conveyed all of the weight of its title through its heavy chords and still expressed a more ethereal aspect with some flowing runs, which were majesti-cally performed entirely by the pianist’s left hand while her right hand stayed resolutely at her side.Following was a modern piece with poetic lyrics that fea-tured a singer, a pianist, a clarinet-ist and a xylophonist. The singer described feeling the universe expanding, being alone and think-ing deep but troubling thoughts. What was particularly interest-ing about this piece—besides the music, instrumentation, and lyr-ics—was that it was performed with the lights completely off so that the only light in the room came from the setting sun out-side. This left the performers in shadow for the first half of the piece. When the sun finally disap-peared on the horizon, the lights in the room slowly illuminated the performers’ faces for the rest of the thoughtful, introspective composition. Thereafter, a lively flute and percussion duo ensued. During the middle of this performance, the flutist stopped playing and addressed the audience, quoting Martin Luther King, Jr.: “Life’s most persistent question is ‘What are you doing for others?’” The flutist invited everyone to take time to meditate on this important ques-tion. In the song that followed, the flute seemed to embody uncer-
See page 9
Tony Orrico performs at the Wriston Art Center galleries opening on Friday, Jan. 15.
Photo by Veronica Bella
     Henry Dykstal
      Staff Writer
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Music for All concert celebrates MLK, Jr.
McKenzie Fetters
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It is no surprise that the students of Lawrence do a plethora of different things over the long, six-week break. Some have jobs, some take a break from the everyday busi-ness and nearly all sleep a lot more. But in the minority are students like junior Keanan Wilson, who spent most of his break writing and recording an extended play, “Free Bass EP.” In its eight songs, Wilson explores mainly his improvisa-tional and technical skills. This culminates as a relaxing, bub-bly and beautiful listen.Wilson, a cello student of the Conservatory, from which he gets most of his techni-cal chops, mainly plays elec-tric bass guitar outside of the Conservatory. With this instru-ment, he has found he can bet-ter express himself and create the music he wants. He cer-tainly has the time to create, as he has already completed his Bachelor of Arts, leaving only general education require-ments to graduate. This has allowed him to focus on just a few musical projects—playing solo, collaborating with others to play his music and compos-ing for the cello studio.His EP, which showcases his solo projects and style, is an intriguing look at how he typi-cally composes and improvises. For nearly every song, Wilson began with a main riff idea and followed it with other riffs he practiced prior to recording. In between the riffs, he impro-vised in a logical yet interesting way to get to the next riff, or the end. This approach to compos-ing gave the tunes an organic and loose feel that was easy to follow.It also allowed Wilson to show off his compositional skills—a combination of clas-sical and self-taught compo-sition—and improvisational skills, which I have firsthand seen him develop even further through the Improvisational Group of Lawrence University (IGLU).While the EP is a substan-tial work in itself, I am more excited to see how it will func-tion as a jumping off point. Wilson was happy with how “Free Bass” turned out but was noticeably more animated 
when discussing his future of more releases, collaborations with various other students and live shows. While nothing is set in stone, he hopes to start all of these soon this year.In addition to hinting at a similarly-styled acoustic instead of electric EP, Wilson previewed some ideas he has regarding collaborations with the track “*(Phase~Shift)*.” The track, which was the only one that incorporated instruments other than bass—electric gui-tar and a drum machine—had a tighter, more constructed feel than the remainder of the EP. The other pieces were very enjoyable to listen to, but because there was a larger col-lection of them, the contrast of “*(Phase~Shift)*” made me want more of that sound.Fortunately, he plans to do more with his ideas on “*(Phase~Shift)*,” incorporat-ing friends on live drums, gui-tars and possibly other instru-ments, with himself on bass. However, he will most likely go beyond this, as his plans are flexible and limited only to his imagination and time. Luckily for his listeners, Wilson has plenty of both of these.When I talked to him about his involvement in the Conservatory and its affect on his music outside of it, he was thankful for his classical training and relaxing times at the couches but sees a divide between his instruments. Thus, he relies on bass to create music he greatly enjoys and cello to improve his overall expertise on both instruments. “As long as I’m working on music I like, it doesn’t really make a dif-ference to me,” Wilson said regarding the divide between the Conservatory and outside of it. It was exciting to hear a good friend talk about his musi-cal passions and aspirations, and the connection I have with him only makes me more eager to hear his future projects. You can hear all of Keanan Wilson’s works, including earlier pieces and cello compositions, on his SoundCloud, <https://sound-cloud.com/keanan-wilson/tracks>.
     Izzy Yellen
      Columnist
________________________
Keanan Wilson
Patterns emerge in gallery opening 
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tainty while the percussion tolled ominously in the background, a reminder of the important ques-tion that Martin Luther King, Jr. asked, which, at some point or 
another, we all must answer.The night of music concluded with an incredible piano, flute and saxophone trio by Russel Pierce. Mizrahi and Lesser contributed their talents for this piece, which was as turbulent and fast as it was joyful and hopeful. All in all, it was a wonderful night filled with won-
derful music played by accom-plished and admirable musicians who gave their time and selves to the community.The next Music for All con-cert will be on Thursday, Feb. 25 at 5:30 p.m. at the Riverview Gardens Community Center.
On Wednesday, Jan. 13 in the Lawrence Memorial Chapel, six dancers performed “Thunder,” an exploration of the connection between sound and the human body. Three guest performers and three students were involved in the hour-long show. Among them was Tatyana Tenenbaum, who composed and choreographed the piece.The audience was comprised of nearly one hundred people, including Lawrence students, con-servatory faculty and Appleton community members. People were asked to sit on the chapel stage, only a few feet from the action. The beginning of the per-formance was mysterious. Tenenbaum spoke mechanically in English, making brief, unnatu-ral pauses as she slowly advanced across the stage. Emily Moore and Laurel Snyder, Tenenbaum’s part-ners, slowly joined in, murmuring to each other. The three twisted together and moved around the 
stage. Gradually, they stopped speaking and began humming and singing. The intensity rose and fell continuously; the shapes and sounds they made evolved as the minutes passed. Every so often, the scene changed dramatically in tone. Over the course of the per-formance, many songs and sound-scapes were paired with different body movements. Three Lawrence students, junior Olivia Gregorich, sopho-more Sabrina Conteh and senior Camille Dozier, entered the stage for certain scenes. With the assis-tance of Lawrence University Instructor of Dance Margaret Paek, they had rehearsed several times with the visiting dancers. They all claimed to have had a wonderful learning experience working on “Thunder.”Rehearsals for the piece were explorational and free-form. Tenenbaum brought to the table unfamiliar practice techniques, seeking to explore the relation-ship between dancing and the sounds she makes. For a warm-up activity, dancers would shake and 
pull each other, reaching for tac-tile or verbal feedback. Gregorich said she was sur-prised to find that “sound is calm-ing” when she moves and dances. In the question and answer ses-sion after the performance, many of the dancers commented on how they enjoyed singing and mov-ing more than they thought they would.Like the rehearsals, no two performances of “Thunder” are the same. Much of it follows a script but even more is improvi-sation with guidelines. There is a set progression of outfits, singing styles and dance steps, but there is room for the dancers to make their own moves along the way.As the dancers leapt around stage in sync, one could tell that they had a deep appreciation for this new type of performance. It was harder to appreciate at first, myself being so unfamiliar with this art form, but once the sur-prise and confusion wore off, it seemed like a very natural form of expression. 
Music for All
continued from page 8
Wendell Leafstedt
Staff Writer
__________________________________
“Thunder” combines sound and dance 
Art does not simply come into existence of its own accord. Everything comes about through a process. “I love the process […] it’s so easy to mess up stuff, it’s so easy to have technical mistakes in your process,” junior studio art and French major Willa Johnson said. “I always love when that happens […] and that’s kind of linked to comics, as well.”Johnson explained that her current favorite medium, com-ics, lends itself greatly to this idea of visible process. “If you look at old comic books, they have half toned dot printing where the color is cre-ated by little, teeny dots. In the really old comics it’s on this real-ly cheap pulpy paper, and some of its kind of shifted to one side. So it doesn’t match up,” she said. “It has all these crazy textures, I love that.”These mistakes made in the process should not be overlooked. Oftentimes, we are trained to look at a piece of art and analyze its “true” meaning. However, Johnson wishes for 
onlookers to appreciate the pro-cess and the artist’s intent more than the actual subject matter.“With digital stuff, I kind of want to draw focus away from the subject matter, so that peo-ple will focus more on the sur-face and the texture,” Johnson commented. “Drawing people out of that mode where they’re trying to see past the digital tex-tures, and sort of stopping at that level.“A reconsideration of the subject matter and its impor-tance does not necessarily mean that art has to be meaningless.“I like art that you can really dissect; stuff that has lots of different layers of meaning,” Johnson said. “I like that in art that I consume as well. All of my favorite books and music and comics and stuff have lots and lots of different meanings and themes that are overlapping that I have yet to unearth. I like that level of complexity.”She has been figuring out how to bring this admiration for complexity into her own work. This term, Johnson in enrolled in an independent study that combines both her majors. “[Comics are] a big part of French culture. So I am reading 
a bunch of classic French comics, and then moving into contempo-rary ones,” Johnson said. “[I’m] studying them, discussing them with my French teacher, and then instead of writing papers, I’ll be making comics sort of in that style, to sort of inspire my own work.”She is taking themes from the comics and applying them to her own work, taking complex concepts and adding another level to their depth.“I studied “[The Adventures of] Tintin and “Asterix,” which are two of the main classic French comics,” Johnson said. “Instead of writing a story in the style of them or writing an essay, I’m writing a weird meta-comic where they’re characters and I’m a character and it’s set in this weird, metaphorical space. [I’m] playing with reality and comics.”This artistic license is only enhanced by the medium itself.“The idea of being able to use both writing and pictures in conjunction is something that allows for a bunch of interesting […] idea[s] at the same time, Johnson said. “I’m attracted to […] the idea of having that inter-play between words and pic-tures and finding the balance 
between [the both]. You could add more pictures to make it sort of abstract; you could add more words to make it more concrete. I think there’s just a lot to do in that medium.”Going into the future, 
Johnson is hoping to do a lot more, although her plans are not quite concrete.She speculated, “Who knows what will happen?”
ARTIST SPOTLIGHT:  
WILLA JOHNSON
Lizzy Weekes
A&E Editor
_____________________
Self portrait by Willa Johnson
In the Jan. 15, 2016 issue of The Lawrentian, we made two sets 
of copy editing mistakes. To begin with, Bonnie Koestner’s Letter to 
the Editor was published with several type and grammar mistakes; 
these errors were made by Lawrentian editorial staff. Along with 
that, Mina Seo was not credited for her article on LUCC elections.
To find corrected articles, visit www.lawrentian.com.
The Lawrentian deeply regrets these errors.
CORRECTIONS
Vikings a whole new set of chal-lenges as they face over fifteen teams of ranging abilities. “Stout is really going to put to the test the training that we’ve been able to do over break and a few weeks of practice,” says Edwards. Look for the Vikings to make a statement against several conference teams and stiff local competition. 
Track & field
continued from page 4
It’s overall a lot more wel-coming.  People are way more educated and willing to learn and to experience new things.
How have your teammates 
helped you with your transi-
tion into the life of a collegiate 
student-athlete?They’ve definitely answered a lot of questions, even before I came to Lawrence in the fall. They’re also a really good support group.  For example, if I’m unsure about a class or a professor and I need help, they’re always there for me.
Over the past few seasons, the 
Lawrence Women’s Basketball 
program has been mired in a 
bit of a funk.  How do you plan 
to help turn this around?  What 
do you bring to this team that 
could help with that?
I think the biggest thing is that, we haven’t won in so long, we kind of are playing to not lose instead of playing to win.  We are playing like we’re afraid to make mistakes, and I think we need to play a little more aggressive. I believe I’m good at motivating people, and I think if we have a lot of people that are able to keep their teammates up, we can turn this program around.  
Sportlight
continued from page 4
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STAFF EDITORIAL
Lawrence’s lack of participation in local politics
Letters to the Editor can be sent in to Opinions & Editorials Editor, Jessica Morgan at jessica.m.morgan@
lawrence.edu. We review all letters and consider them for publication. The Lawrentian staff reserves the 
right to edit for clarity, decency, style and space. All letters should be submitted on the Monday before pub-
lication, and should not be more than 350 words.
Gender-neutral bathrooms 
should not be a big deal
Jonathan Rubin
Staff Writer 
_____________________________________
The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and 
community members who wrote them. All facts are as provided by the authors. The 
Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which 
represents a majority of the editorial board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to 
submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
Honestly, it is pretty silly that we are still talking about gender-neutral bathrooms as if it is an issue. As a cisgendered male, I cannot know exactly how some-one who is a woman or someone who is not cisgendered would feel about it, but gender-neutral bath-rooms feel like a no-brainer to me. In my conversations with peo-ple talking about the upcoming change to provide more gender-neutral bathrooms (specifically for incoming freshman), I only seem to ever talk to people who either do not really care whether or not a bathroom is gender-neu-tral or people who feel far more comfortable to not have to label themselves every time they need to pee. Going to the bathroom should not be like filling out the census.The fact of the matter is that when you walk into almost any dorm bathroom at Lawrence University on the weekend, and even during the week, you very well could see someone who is not of the designated gender for the bathroom, and nobody cares.So maybe there really are opponents who feel uncomfort-able sharing their bathroom with people of different genders. I just doubt that those people have never drunkenly stumbled into a restroom on a floor that was not designated for their gender or witnessed someone of the oppo-site gender in their floor’s bath-room.I am equally as uncomfortable sharing the bathroom with men as I am with women. I do not want anyone watching me wash my hands or rushing me by tapping their foot outside my stall. Men and women both commit many of my bathroom pet peeves—messy sink area, leaving shower supplies scattered about, et cetera. I find the presence of men in the bath-room just as physically uncom-fortable as I find the presence of women. All of this is to say I would far 
prefer to have a private bathroom, but no matter how badly I hope and pray for one, that is not going to happen—at least not in Trever, where I live this year—and it is not the university’s job to make sure I have the ideal, most com-fortable bathroom. The university is supposed to provide a sanitary place to relieve yourself and—most of the time—that is exactly what it does.  Now if you are someone who feels incredibly uncomfortable using public bathrooms and that problem would be exacerbated by those restrooms being gender-neutral, then go find one of the many one-person restrooms on campus, and as long as you are not making a handicapped per-son wait for you, I do not think anyone should begrudge someone for that. As someone who is often uncomfortable around other peo-ple—in the bathroom and outside of it—I can definitely understand that impulse. That being said, I would never tell someone that they need to find a private bathroom. If you have that problem, then you should remove yourself from that situation and not tell people what to do with their bodies.I understand that some may say “I don’t want some creep using my bathroom,” but creepy people of both genders use the bathroom and you do not get to exclude peo-ple from using the restroom just because they are creepy. There are many men I do not want to share a bathroom with, but I do not get a choice about it. I understand that maybe for some this is about fear over safety, and I do understand that fear, but I do not think that we should put off a change like this that could have such a positive impact. Students’ physical safety is certainly of the highest priority, though. Dorm bathrooms are not ideal. They are not always clean, and you have to share them with peo-ple who may not live up to your hygienic standards. So why not 
Bridget Keenan
Staff Writer
_____________________________________“Steven Universe” is a show in which the main characters are a type of alien species called “Crystal Gems.” Gems get their life force from their gemstones, and are able to combine their bodies virtually at will. Sub-protagonist Garnet is not a single person, but the fusion of Ruby and Sapphire. She has one body and is treated like one person who is composed of two people.  Recently, “Steven Universe” released an episode on how gems Ruby and Sapphire met each other. It is impossible to under-stand Garnet’s relationship with-out understanding the implica-tions of fusion. Fusion is the pro-cess of two gems combining their physical forms into one single body, made possible by the light makeup of their physical bodies. The fused set of gems is treated as a single person rather than two combined. This is creator Rebecca Sugar’s metaphor for a romantic relationship. Garnet is literally the incarna-
tion of Ruby and Sapphire’s rela-tionship. Our first proper intro-duction to Ruby and Sapphire. Although gems technically lack gender, Ruby and Sapphire’s feminine coding does make them the first canon lesbian couple on Cartoon Network, or American television in general for that mat-ter. There is no debate whatsoever that this decision was monumen-tal. Gynophilic women cheered at the sudden presence of positive identity characters on public tele-vision. I was genuinely excited when their relationship was revealed, and still overall view the pres-ence of a lesbian couple on “Steven Universe” as a good thing. However, an analysis of their rela-tionship dynamics reveals a lot of deeply problematic content. Although we do have strong evidence that Ruby and Sapphire are a romantic couple, their rela-tionship is unhealthy, unstable and controlling. Garnet spends so much time together that Steven had no idea of Ruby or Sapphire’s existence until he was 13 years old. They do not know what to do 
without their romantic relation-ship, even in the most minor of situations.If they are free to leave each other at any time, then why are their un-fused identities such a major secret?  If the line to abuse were crossed, no one would be able to tell. Ruby and Sapphire are completely unable to function without being fused. Both char-acters are completely controlled by their relationship to the point where they have no livelihood outside it.  Such a relationship could not function in real life without being severely detrimental to its compo-nent members. Ruby and Sapphire have no autonomy whatsoever. I am unable to believe that Ruby and Sapphire have really never wanted to unfuse. They lose the ability to function without each other. This is really a terrible thing to tell anyone pursuing a rela-tionship, especially since abuse is so often classified by feelings of helplessness. The idea of people, especially women, not being worth anything without a relationship is already 
prevalent enough in our culture. We do not need yet another exam-ple to prove this point. The other characters and creator both agree that neither Ruby nor Sapphire is worth introducing as an individu-al, let alone being treated as one. As far as I can tell, this may be the creator’s portrayal of all long-term romantic relationships in which both partners are capa-ble of fusion. However, this does not justify how unhealthy the idea of completely and permanently losing yourself to a relationship really is. It is especially terrifying that Garnet labels this relation-ship solely as “love” in the answer, rather than a way that is empow-ering to the viewer. This is not a realistic or posi-tive model of a romantic relation-ship, especially when geared at a specific sexual identity. “Steven Universe” boasts a large range of viewers, but neither children nor teenagers benefit from this por-trayal of a relationship. A rela-tionship solely defined as code-pendent, especially when both characters are in a compromised position, is not empowering the 
characters. A relationship in which one person feels they cannot function without the other is both psycho-logically and socially classified as abusive, and shows poor under-standing of healthy relationship dynamics. Even if it were true that perpetual fusion was a healthy and autonomous choice for both parties, the fact that it is so dif-ficult for them to do so discred-its this as a valid explanation for their action. Although the positive effects of having a lesbian-coded couple as a lead character are definitely felt, it is also vitally important to acknowledge that Garnet is a problematic relationship. We need to stop idolizing Garnet. The fusion has empow-ering aspects, but otherwise is not an empowering relationship. “Steven Universe” is doing its viewers a disservice by presenting a toxic couple as role models, and this unhealthy dynamic should definitely be discussed in future episodes. 
Why Steven Universe’s “Garnet” is an unhealthy relationship
See page 12
Lawrence University prides itself on its ability to mold students into informed citizens and active community members. Lawrence students demonstrated this through volunteerism on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. That type of community engagement both on and off campus suggests that Lawrentians can positively impact the city of Appleton.In one area, though, Lawrence students are especially uninvolved: voting. Despite an apparent desire for involvement, studies show that Lawrentians participate in local elections far less than undergradu-ate students at other academic institutions. Lack of involvement in local elections may have a variety of reasons.Many Lawrentians view Appleton as only a temporary home and may have greater attachment to issues in their home states. Due to the hectic nature of Lawrence life, students may not think they have room in their schedules to keep up with local politics.Furthermore, The ballot measures discussed in Appleton politics often seem less interesting than national issues and Donald Trump’s latest antics. Wisconsin municipal elections are for the most part nonpartisan, which may discourage students who vote purely along party lines.All of these factors contribute to Lawrentians’ lack of participation in municipal elections, but they are not insurmountable obstacles. There are far greater reasons for Lawrentians to vote in local politics.Community progress is important for campus politics. This is especially evident for the marginal-ized students, for whom Appleton remains unsafe and exclusionary. Even seemingly mundane local issues, such as Appleton’s budget and parking policy, affect the Lawrence community in a tangible man-ner. Voter apathy demonstrates our own participation in a system that distances Lawrence from the surrounding city. Appleton’s small size and low voter participation shows the significant impact that Lawrence can have in these races.Lawrentians have shown that they can volunteer, work and protest in the greater Appleton area. We need to reinforce this involvement through participation in municipal elections.In Outagamie County’s Spring 2015 election, 21,474 ballots were cast out of 131,483 registered voters. However, only 535 came from our district, and most of those voters were not Lawrentians. If Lawrence students want to affect political change in Appleton, we have the numbers to ensure that our voices are heard. We just need to show up.This year, Appleton’s mayoral election will fall on Tuesday, April 12. Let’s rock the vote.
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Best Traditional Pizza
Best Late-Night Dining
Best Take-Out/Delivery
920-749-1111
FREE SUPER-MUNCHEEZ CHEEZY-
BREADSTICKS  
with any 14” or 16” Pizza!
FREE DELIVERY!
OPEN 11 A.M.–3 A.M.
Ask for your Lawrence Discount!
www.MuncheezPizzeria.com  |  600 W. College Ave. Downtown Appleton
Gender-neutral bathrooms
continued from page 11
Trigger Warnings: The Myth Versus the Reality
To the Editor,
As you know from The Lawrentian, the Intercollegiate Athletics Committee recommended this past fall that we change the status of our men’s golf program from a varsity to a club sport. This committee, composed of faculty and athletic coaches, chaired by James G. and Ethel M. Barber Professor of Theatre and Drama Kathy Privatt, based their proposal on a recommendation by an ad hoc task force of faculty, students and staff convened two years ago to develop ways of improving our athletic program and the student athlete experience at Lawrence.  Their recommendation was based on four points: 1) men’s golf draws few students to Lawrence; 2) the experience provided by a club program would be similar to the experience provided by a varsity program; 3) eliminating golf has no negative impact on our efforts to conform with the federal Title IX policy which requires educational institutions to offer equal access to both male and female students; and 4) resources saved by the change could be effectively reallocated within the Athletics department in a way that would enhance the experience we provide to over 300 varsity athletes. The recommenders also recognized that we field 22 varsity teams, more than all but one member of our athletic conference. As one of the smallest schools in our conference, a smaller program could improve the experience we offer. The fac-ulty unanimously endorsed this recommendation at their meeting in October. According to shared governance, this is a presidential deci-sion and I want to thank the many students, faculty, staff and alum-ni I spoke with during Fall Term to hear their counsel. The vast majority of the people I spoke with supported this decision—even though many had the same concern I did: that this decision would negatively impact the members of the team who are not seniors.With this counsel, I have decided to change the status of our men’s golf program from varsity to club, effective fall of 2016. Savings from this change will be reallocated by the depart-ment to support other varsity activities. I understand from Mike Szkodzinski, our athletic director, that he intends to use the funds to hire a full-time strength and conditioning coach who will support all of our student athletes. I will also transfer funds to Wellness and Recreation to support the core activities of a club golf program. I hope the new club golf program will be able to reach more male and female students, and the full-time strength and conditioning coach will provide a valuable resource to our varsity student athletes.
Mark Burstein, President
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Electra Arnade
For The Lawrentian
_____________________________________After Mark Burstein’s Convocation “For Mature Audiences Only” in September, the issue of Lawrence being “too politically correct” or not has been a hot-button topic on cam-pus. Many articles have come out arguing for and against the con-cept of the “oversensitive college student” and it is a current issue that continues to warrant discus-sion throughout this school year. The concept of the trigger warn-ing is something that very often gets attacked and I believe these attacks are often unwarranted. A trigger warning is a term often thrown around to suggest that college students nowadays are too darn sensitive to topics that are difficult and upsetting. However, a trigger warning is defined by Google as “a statement at the start of a piece of writing, video, etc., alerting the reader or viewer to the fact that it contains potentially distressing material (often used to introduce a descrip-tion of such content.)” For exam-ple, a trigger warning was issued before the “Fun Home” Freshman Studies lecture, which discussed issues such as homophobia and suicide, which might be a personal subject to some. Looking at the definition, it becomes clear that trigger warn-ings are not about censorship. Instead, they are more compa-rable to a rating scale at a movie theatre. When people see R-rated movies, they know what they are getting into. Perhaps another comparison is to a warning label on cookies containing tree nuts. If someone with a nut allergy bites into a cookie that is not labeled, nobody tells them not to be upset 
about it. It is cautionary. What administrators or teach-ers are concerned about is the possibility of students using trig-ger warnings to opt-out of course material that might be upsetting and instead ask for material that does not contain potential trig-gers. Greg Lukianoff and Jonathan Haidt write for The Atlantic in “The Coddling of the American Mind,“ “when students come to expect trigger warnings for any material that makes them uncomfortable, the easiest way for faculty to stay out of trouble is to avoid material that might upset the most sensi-tive student in the class.” They are worried students will use it as an excuse to slack off or shut out dissenting ideas or even further administrative change to curricu-lum. If that were so, there would be reason to grumble.In my personal classroom expe-rience as a college student, I have dealt with many difficult ideas in the classroom that involve sen-sitive topics. The gradual incor-poration of trigger warnings has not done much except acknowl-edge the teachers’ willingness to understand different needs that students may have. I have not seen anyone advocating changing course material. This understand-ing is a misrepresentation of what college students really want to accomplish by implementing trig-ger warnings. In the context of people who struggle with anxiety disor-ders and Post-traumatic Stress Disorder, for whom trigger warn-ings are intended for, it gives them autonomy in terms of confronting material that might cause anxi-ety attacks or flashbacks. In expo-sure therapy, which is a type of treatment for phobias, the feared stimuli are exposed to the per-
son gradually through consent. Trigger warnings are a way of ask-ing people for consent before see-ing images that have the potential to cause them harm.   I believe that the “oversensi-tive college student” stereotype is just that—a stereotype used to reduce and demean what col-lege students are actually looking for when participating in student activism. It can provide a barrier for anyone who works in a col-lege from listening to students, especially those with mental ill-ness who need accommodation. We are in a time where we are more aware of mental health issues than ever. Perhaps it is just representative of our growth as a society and our ability to acknowl-edge the needs of many.   The stereotype also dismisses the need for legitimate student-driven movements by portray-ing students as too emotional or sensitive to have their own understanding of how material is handled and silences student voices that might have a lot to say. Trigger warnings are only part of a conversation that is beginning between students and the world.  People are scared of students shutting out opposing ideas while also shutting down what many college students believe in. Our nation should be listening to col-lege students instead of condemn-ing them. I believe Mark Burstein would agree. In his convocation, although he was cautious on the use of trigger warnings, he asked for a facilitation of conversation between students and teachers. This is the conversation. College students have reason to ask for accommodation and sensitivity for their peers so they can better their education and not censor it.  To the Editor,
This older alumnus salutes the “racism-protesters.” But less for seeking “social justice,” than for advancing Lawrence’s “liberal-arts/general education” itself! Who knew? The academic disciplines of my earlier times were flawed and macro-oppressive. You have refreshed them. Our sociology warned that social movements can be runaway, wherein a puppet-master makes us dance to the new tunes never to be questioned. Ah, but you exposed that as “institutional deter-minism” blocking social progress. Our philosophy said: perform critical thinking. (Identify assumptions, logical fallacies. Seek evidence and alternatives. Consider consequences.) Ah, but you revealed this as “cerebral constipation” clogging up new consciousness. Our psychology said: “know self and true motivations.” Ah, but you nailed this as intruding into the personhood-space of the other, namely yourselves. Our psychology also would have (wrongly) diagnosed you as “childish, spoiled, coddled.” But no; your wresting control of oppressive institutions, seems good “baby steps” toward pro-active, mature leadership in real life. (A virtual “internship!”) Then, we valorized “civil discourse.” (Do not combat but cooperate. Admit own biases freely. Listen truly, fully to the other person’s ideas.) Ah, but you spot-lit how this “dejecting decorum” dilutes injustices. Finally, our communication studies said “don’t just tell, but show!” To prove your claims, give effective specifics. But did you? No. Your demands sheet claimed that Lawrence is “a campus where discrimination, bigotry, and hate occur daily.” But no evi-dence! So, are your claims merely unproved, unsupported blather? But as you stated, we majority people must (magically) educate ourselves. Plus, in today’s rushed age, picky “proof” fails—slogans and proverbs succeed! So, thank you. You have usefully advanced the sixties. Its equality, is now “steam-roller egalitarianism.” Its relativism, becomes “rampant.” Its respect, is in “rubber-stamp” mode. And its simple consideration, is now “sensitivity-buffering.”  Do you see what you have done? This appreciative alum does! In fact, you’ve accelerated valid concerns into a veritable “transmogrified juggernaut!”  (Well, so to speak.) This antiquated academic finds it all a teachable (or learn-worthy? moment. Especially regarding “liberal-arts, general education. Who knew—indeed?
Brian Kevin Beck, class of 1959
let other people, who would also probably prefer their own private bathroom too, feel a little bit more comfortable? Everyone uses the bathroom, and in my experience, eye contact is widely avoided. Does it really matter if there are a few more faces in your floor’s 
bathroom?It is not even about being lib-eral or the now mocked “politi-cally correct.” All a gender-neutral bathroom does is let people feel more comfortable about some-thing that they have to deal with every day, just like everyone else. 
This is not a political issue. This is not about how liberal college campuses have become and it is not about “The Gay Agenda.” Let’s try to keep gender politics out of the bathroom stalls.I think Lawrence should just take down the signs, let people do their business and get back to class.
HELP THE ENVIRONMENT.
RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER.
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Features Editor
Managing Editor
Marketing Manager
Distribution Manager
Web Manager
LAWRENTIANTHE
For all applications, visit www.lawrentian.com/apply.
A&E Editor
Op-Ed Editor
Photo Editor
Copy Editors
Do you vote in municipal Appleton
elections? Why or why not?
PHOTO POLL Hailie NguyenStaff Photographer
“No, because I’m
registered in California.”
—Raina Stinson
“Yes. We spend four years here. 
If you want to bridge outside 
of our bubble, it’s important 
to engage with the Appleton 
community!”
—Wesley Varughese
“No. I’m registered in New York.”
—Mishal Ayaz
“Yes. I’ve been here for a few 
years now, so I want to vote for 
people who I think will make the 
state better.”
—Kyle Stuckey
“Yes, because I am an official 
resident of the area.”
—Tim Dahlstrom
“No. I’m registered in 
Minneapolis, but I can’t wait to 
graduate and be able to vote.”
—Lucy Pipkin
